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CONSUMER REGISTER lists summaries of major consumer proposals before Federal agen- 
cies. If you wish to submit written comments, include your name & address, state the name 
& Federal Register citation of the proposal on which you are commenting and explain your 


views briefly & clearly. 


Over-the-counter medical products 


Food & Drug Administration has published reports on 
the effectiveness of various antiseptic, vitamin & anti- 
histamine products, antidandruff solutions, eye drops, lax- 
atives, sun screen agents, skin antibiotics & some contra- 
ceptives. 


National Academy of Sciences-National Research 
Council prepared the reports for FDA as part of the 
FDA’s Drug Efficacy Study and Implementation program 
(DESI). Each report evaluates drugs that may be pur- 
chased over the counter without a prescription. Drugs 
receive a rating of “effective,” “probably effective,” “pos- 
sibly effective” or “ineffective.” In some cases, drugs are 
rated “effective, but . . .” followed by qualifications relat- 
ing to misleading labeling or other problems. 


FDA designed the DESI program principally to eval- 
uate the effectiveness of about 4,000 prescription products. 
However, the study included 420 over-the-counter (OTC) 
drugs. Currently, FDA is attempting a thorough evalua- 
tion of nonprescription drugs through its OTC Drug Re- 
view Program. The agency will take no action on the OTC 
drugs reviewed in the DESI project until it considers the 
same drugs as part of the OTC project. 


Details—Federal Register: May 28, page 10457 & 
May 24, page 10521. 


Product standards 


June 19 is deadline for comments on a proposal to 
establish an international agreement on product standards. 


The proposal, published by the Trade Information 
Committee, Office of the Special Representative for Trade 
Negotiations, is under consideration by the U.S. and other 
member countries of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT). An international agreement would 
govern quality and safety standards for products exported 
by the countries that sign the agreement. Officials say 
that such an agreement will help the free flow of trade 
since, under an international agreement, exports would be 
tested for a large multi-country market rather than for a 
number of separate national markets each with different 
quality standards. 


Details—Federal Register: May 25, page 10620. Send 
20 copies of comments to Chairman, Trade Information 
Committee, Office of the Special Representative for Trade 
Negotiations, 1800 G St. NW, Washington, DC 20506. 


Nutrition for the elderly 


June 21 is deadline for comments on the Health, Edu- 
cation & Welfare Dept.’s proposed regulations for state 
nutrition programs for the elderly, which President Nixon 
asked to be funded $100-million. 


The proposed regulations set out the requirements that 
states would have to meet to be eligible for federal mony 
under a new title to the Older Americans Act, calling for 
states to set up nutrition programs for older citizens. 


Under the proposed regulations, each state must sub- 
mit an acceptable plan for its nutritional program. To be 
eligible under a state plan, a person must be at least 60 
years old and be unable to afford adequate meals, or he 
must lack the skills needed to select and prepare his meals 
or have feelings of rejection and loneliness that do not 
give him the incentive necessary to prepare and eat a 
meal alone. 


Under the proposal, each state plan would specify 
meal sites in areas with rthajor concentrations of older 
persons, located as close as possible to where the senior 
citizens live. Permissible sites would include schools, 
churches or senior centers, but they would have to provide 
a pleasant dining atmosphere. 


At each site, at least one hot meal a day would be 
served, 5 or more days a week. The meal would contain at 
least 1/3 of the recommended daily nutrition requirements 
established by the National Academy of Science-National 
Research Council. 


An acceptable state plan would also provide for home- 
delivered meals for shut-ins and various supporting serv- 
ices for other elderly such as transportation to meal sites, 
health and welfare counseling and some recreation. Under 
state plans, participants would have an opportunity to pay 
all or part of the cost of their meals. 


Details—Federal Register: June 6, page 11257. Send 
comments to the Administrator, Social & Rehabilitation 
Service, Health, Education & Welfare Dept., 330 Inde- 
pendence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20201. 


Boating safety 


New Coast Guard regulations govering the inspection 
of certain lifesaving equipment will go into effect June 30. 


Under the new regulation, the Coast Guard program 
for testing and approving certain life preservers and life- 
saving vests & cushions will be transferred to independent 
testing laboratories approved by the Coast Guard. 


The labs, using procedures set by the Coast Guard, 
will inspect many life preservers, buoyant vests & cushions 
made of kapok, fibrous glass, plastic or polyethylene foam 
to see that they comply with Coast Guard standards. 


In the past, Coast Guard officials have conducted the 
inspections. The new program was designed to relieve 
Coast Guard workers from the duties of inspecting and 
testing lifesaving devices so that they can devote more 
time to developing new lifesaving devices and formulating 
new standards and test procedures for life preservers. 


Details—Federal Register: May 31, page 10835. 





Carpets & rugs 


July 2 is deadtine for comments on whether the Com- 
merce Dept. should establish a sampling plan to detect 
carpets and rugs that do not comply with flammability 
standards. 


At present, there is no systematic technique for deter- 
mining how many carpets should be tested, how frequently 
they should be examined and the sizes to be sampled. 
However, the department’s flammability tests destroy the 
rugs and carpets that are tested; thus, all items can not 
be subjected to the tests before they are marketed. Com- 
merce Dept. officials are considering whether a standard 
sampling plan is needed and if so what its terms should be. 


Details—Federal Register: June 2, page 11079. Send 


4 copies of comments to Assistant Secretary for Science 
& Technology, Commerce Dept., Washington, DC 20230. 


Grapefruit & orange juice 


July 2 is deadline for comments on the Agriculture 
Dept.’s proposed standards for grades of blended grape- 
fruit & orange juice. 


The proposed grades would set quality levels for the 
voluntary use of producers, buyers and consumers. 


The proposed standards allow for 2 types of juice: sin- 
gle strength & reconstituted products made principally 
from juice concentrates. The proposed standards call for 2 
grades—A and B, based largely on the color of the blended 
juice product, defects (is the product free from small 
seeds, suspended pulp or other harmless extraneous mat- 
ter?) & flavor. Products that do not meet Grade B speci- 
fications will be considered substandard. 


The proposed standards would recommend that the 
container be as full as practicable, but this condition is not 
made a factor in judging grade. 


Details—Federal Register: June 2, page 11067. Send 
comments to the Hearing Clerk, Agriculture Dept., Wash- 
ington, DC 20250. 


PCBs 


July 16 is the new deadline for comments on the Food 
& Drug Administration proposal to limit the use of the 
poisonous chemicals known as polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs). 


PCBs are man-made chemicals used in industrial 
electrical equipment as heat-transfer agents and in inks, 
paints, lubricants, plastics, waxes, adhesives, various 
building materials and carbonless copying paper. PCB 
chemicals have caused liver and genetic damage when fed 
to some laboratory animals. 


The FDA proposal was designed to eliminate sources 
of PCB contamination in plants that process food, animal 
feed or food-packaging materials. 


Details—Federal Register: March 18, page 5705, & 
May 18, page 10003. Also CONSUMER REGISTER: April 15. 


Automobile defects 


Aug. 14 is deadline for comments on a Transportation 
Dept. proposal about the letters that manufacturers must 
send to car owners when their car contains a defect that 
could be a safety hazard. 


Under present law, defect notification letters are sent 
by car or tire manufacturers when they determine that 
their equipment is defective. They also send letters when 
Transportation Dept. officials find a defect that could be 
a safety hazard. Letters must clearly describe the defect, 
explain what safety risks it presents and the measures to 
be taken to repair it. Transportation officials say, how- 
ever, that many defect notification letters have fallen short 
of these statutory requirements. Thus, the proposed regu- 
lations were written to outline specifically what must be 
contained in a defect notification letter. 

Under the proposal: 

®@ Letters would begin with a statement explaining 
that they were being sent in accordance with requirements 
of the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act. 
Transportation officials believe that consumers would be 
more likely to view a defect as a serious safety hazard if 
the knew at the outset that the notification were required 
by a Federal law. 

® The letters would state that the manufacturer or 
Transportation officials found that the defect existed. 
Where the department made the finding, the manufac- 
turer would not be allowed to suggest that he disagreed 
with the finding. 

© The letters would describe the defect by including 
a list of the items of car equipment affected, a description 
of the possible malfunction, a statement of conditions that 
might cause it to occur and steps the owner could take to 
reduce the hazard before the car were repaired. 

® The letters would explain when an accident could be 
expected to result from the defect and describe any pre- 
crash warnings the drive could expect. When the defect 
would not directly cause a crash—such as in the case of 
exhaust fume leakage—the type of injury that could re- 
sult would be explained. 

© The letters would explain measures to be taken to 
repair the defect. If the manufacturer assumed responsi- 
bility for the costs, he would be required to describe the 
work involved, specify the date by which the purchaser’s 
dealer would be supplied with parts and instructions and 
include an estimate of the time reasonably necessary to 
perform the work. Should the manufacturer have an in- 
sufficient number of dealers to make the repairs, the let- 
ters would include sufficient guidance for a mechanic not 
familiar with the particular car to make the repairs prop- 
erly. Where manufacturers decline to pay for the repairs, 
they would have to provide additional information on the 
cost of the repair to the consumer. 


Details—Federal Register: May 17, page 9783. Send 


comments to Docket Section, National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, Washington, DC 20590. 


This listing is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items deemed of par- 
ticular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or au- 
thorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of the Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
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